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secure, and ignores all the loffcy economic arguments
by which they defended their action."

Events, however, still too recent and too momentous
in their political results to need more than a passing
reference in this place, soon threw some light on
this puzzling move. On the 15th of May, before
the Finance Bill came up for second reading, Mr.
Chamberlain, in a speech to his constituents delivered
in the Birmingham Town Hall, launched his celebrated
declaration in favour of Colonial preference and
retaliation against foreign countries, which gave
birth to the " Tariff Reform" movement. The
political situation created by this speech immediately
became the chief subject of discussion both in Parlia-
ment and outside; and after four months, during
which it became clear that Mr. Chamberlain was
aiming at a complete reversal of the Free Trade
system, while Mr. Balfour, in the spirit of his famous
avowal (June 10th) that he should consider he was
but ill performing his duty, " I will not say to my
party, but to the House and the country if I were
to profess a settled conviction where no settled
conviction exists,'5 was struggling to maintain an
open mind and keep the Unionist party together,
it led in the last half of September to the resignation
of Mr. Chamberlain simultaneously with that of the
free trade members of the ministry, Mr. Ritchie,
Lord G-eorge Hamilton, Lord Balfour of Burleigh,
and Mr. Axthur Elliot, followed in October by that
of the Duke of Devonshire.1 In the reconstruction

1 For these events see Mr. Elliot's Life of Viscount Goschen, vol.
ii. pp. 248-9, and Mr. Holland's Life of the Duke of Devonshire,
vol. ii. chap, xxvii. pp. 290-371.